
A ten-year old boy from 
Garvagh ran 12km at the 
weekend in memory of his 
father who tragically lost his 
life in a road traffi c accident 
in February of this year.  

Harry Smyth organised the 
run in memory of his late dad 
Peter Smyth.

The run also aimed to raise 
money for the NI Air Ambu-
lance, and Gorran Primary 
School, where both Harry and 
his father attended as pupils. 

Speaking prior to the run, 
Harry’s mum Caroline said 
she was 'very grateful' for 
those who have contributed 
to the run. 

She said: "We are so thank-
ful for all the help we have 
had from the local community 
and wanted to give something 
back to say thank you, and 
this felt like a fi tting tribute 
to Peter," she  said. 

"Peter nurtured a love of 
sport for Harry and Ellie, so 
it is no surprise Harry wanted 
to do this in his dad’s mem-
ory. 

"It’s a long run for such a 
young child but he has been 
training hard and is so keen 
to raise money for two organ-
isations which have done so 
much to help our family over 
the last few months.”

The run started at 11am on 
Saturday at Costa coffee shop 
in Coleraine, chosen because 
it was a favorite spot for 
Harry and his dad to go for a 
weekend treat. 

Harry was also joined by his 
teacher, Mr McMullan and 
the principal of the school Mr 
Clelland. 

Mr Clelland highlighted the 
feeling of a family spirit within 
the school.

He said: “At Gorran Primary 
School, we are a family. Eve-
ryone at school was shocked 
and saddened by the news of 
Peter’s accident but were de-
termined to do all we could to 
show the family our support. 
We think that during this dif-
fi cult time, it is amazing, but 

not surprising, that Harry has 
chosen to organise this event 
to give back to those who 
have helped them. Mr McMul-
lan and I will be trying to keep 
up with Harry on the run, 
while the whole school com-
munity will be at the fi nish 
to cheer him home and show 
them how proud we are.”

Harry aimed, and success-
fully succeeded to get to 
Gorran Primary School, Gor-
ran Road at around 12:15pm, 
where he was cheered over 
the fi nish line by his sister 

Ellie, and other friends, 
family and supporters. 

The school hosted an 
afternoon of celebrations, 
including games, a BBQ 
and a raffl e, and Harry was 
overwhelmed by the local 
community that attended 
and supported him. 

Harry said: “My dad came 
to watch me do the parkrun 
many times and we talked 
about all the runs I would do 
in the future, so I wanted to 
do this one for him, and to 
raise money for NI Air Am-

bulance who 
helped him, 
and Gorran 

School who have 
helped me and 

my sister.”

Peter Smyth was a keen 
sportsman, and member of 
several local sports clubs 
and groups, and Harry had 
chosen the challenging run 
as a fi tting way to honor the 
memory of his dad, who was 
a keen supporter of Harry’s 
sporting endeavors.  

NEWS   3DERRY POST
Tuesday, 4 June, 2019

A MASSIVE

20% OFF

Glenview Gift Centre
82 Main St, Maghera. Tel: (028) 7964 2882

June Special

Belleek China

Aynsley China

Belleek Designer
Jewellery

&

&

Buy now while the price is right!We’re all ears!

“We Value Your Home”

028 7930 1889

35A Church Street, Magherafelt BT45 6AP
www.wintonandco.com

NEED MORE SPACE?

www.wintonandco.com
HAVE A LOOK AT OUR PROPERTIES ONLINE 

10-year-old Harry organises charity 
run in memory of his late dad
Brendan Marshall
news@derrypost.com

Harry said: “My dad came 
to watch me do the parkrun 
many times and we talked 
about all the runs I would do 
in the future, so I wanted to 
do this one for him, and to 

bulance who 
helped him, 
and Gorran 

School who have 
helped me and 

my sister.”

Harry pictured with his late 
father Peter Smyth

Harry Smyth (L), Michelle McDaid from NI Ambulance and his sister 
Ellie Smyth (R)

Harry Smyth (L) and his sister Ellie Smyth (R)

Pictured, from left to right, are teacher Mr McMullan, Harry Smyth, 
Caroline Smyth, and school principal Mr Clelland


